THE  SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

In the Atharva Veda,, also,, Vritra is associated
with the Asuras and Dasyus. Thus we find
" With this talisman Indra slew Vritra ; with it
he, full of device, destroyed the Asuras." *

We have thereforej from the Vedas, ample
evidence that the Asuras, Dasyus, Daityas, and
Danavas, who opposed Indra and the Aryas,
were tribes of serpent race.

Authorities are not agreed as to who these
people were, or whence they came. Let us see
if we can trace their origin.

It should be borne in mind that the events
referred to in the hymns of the Rig Veda were
doubtless spread over a long period, which com-
menced before the arrival of the Aryas in India.

As shown by Haug,2 the term Asura corre-
sponds with the Ahura of the Iranians, and, in
some of the earlier Vedic hymns, this title is
applied, as a mark of respect, to Indra and other
beneficent deities.3 But, in later passages, the
Asuras appear in quite a different light. It
would seem that, after the rupture between the
Devas and Ahuras, the latter term, or its equiva-
lent Asura, was applied by the Devas to enemies
in general; just as Deva, or Daeva, became

1 Atharva Veda, viii. 3, 3.

2 Essays on the Parsi Religion, 268, 269.
a'Rig Veda, I. xxiv. 14 ; IV. ii. 5.
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